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A highly textured, color-
ized presentation on wood of 
a sharp-tailed grouse, 
“Gamebird of Montana,” by 
Terre Haute artist Monty 
Jones, took first place with 
the pyrography piece in 2014 
at the Indiana Wildlife Artist 
Show conducted in Indianap-
olis.

One of the highly imagi-
native artworks in the exhib-
it is an award-winning two-
piece set (a diptych) called 
“The Scare,” by Brazil photo-
graphic artist Sheila Ter 
Meer. Its imagery originates 
from a scarecrow photograph 
that she took and then com-
puter modified and printed 
onto aluminum to make its 
colors “pop” so vividly that 
the intensely saturated black-
ish color picture looks 
beyond real, even supernatu-
ral. The diptych’s top scare-
crow is represented to be 
more or less recognizable as 
a scarecrow with luminous 
black coloration highlighted 
by yellowish glowing eyes. 
Flaring around the image’s 
outline are electric-looking 
red, green and blues lines.

“I tried to make [the orig-
inal image] scary looking,” 
Ter Meer said.

After creating the first 
scarecrow, Ter Meer further 
manipulated the image, 
transforming the bottom dip-
tych “scarecrow” into a 
spooky, sadly frantic, eerie 
abstraction of a doleful char-
acter with drooping eyes that 
is bordered by sagging flash-
es of electric blue, yellow 
and red light.

“We present new art 
exhibits in Moench Hall 
every spring and fall,” said 
Steve Letsinger, curator of 
art at Rose-Hulman. “Over 
the years the River City’s art-
ists have exhibited with us 
several times. Their shows 
have always been well-re-
ceived. I began talking with 
the group in early ’14 about 
doing an exhibit for this fall.

“The walls of the Moench 
Hall corridors where we dis-
play art have a middle gray 
tone that helps bring the col-
ors out in the works we 
show, and the third-floor sky-
light creates subtle variations 
in the way art pieces look 
according to outside condi-
tions.”

Letsinger has hung the 
River City pictures in strate-
gic places along Moench’s 
corridors to bring out 
eye-catching effects. One 
painting, “Treasures,” by 

Donald Lee Hadley, a former 
art teacher in the Terre 
Haute school system, pres-
ents a meticulously detailed 
representational trove of 
Hoosier memorabilia such as 
an Indiana ’37 license plate, 
a red Woodrow Wilson ban-
ner, and a baseball bat. In 
the lower right of the paint-
ing, a treasure chest holds an 
aired-up basketball so finely 
textured and realistic that it 
appears ready to be picked 
up off of the canvas and 
dribbled on down the hall-
way.

The opening reception for 
the River City artists will be 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day in Moench Hall. “We 
invite the general public to 
come and meet the partici-
pating artists,” Letsinger said. 

According to Letsinger, 
exhibits like the one offered 
this fall by the River City art-
ists is part of Rose-Hulman’s 
commitment to introduce its 
students to fine art because 
the college believes art stim-
ulates the minds of its stu-
dents. He said parents who 
visit Rose-Hulman campus 
from around the United 
States or the world to decide 
whether or not to enroll 
their kids at the college often 
comment to him that they 
are pleased to see so much 
art on display in the public 
areas of the college.

“It makes parents feel an 
education at Rose-Hulman 
will expose students to a 
more stimulating and broad-
er range of thought and 
expression than normally 
found at engineering col-
leges,” said Letsinger.

River City Art Association 
was originally founded in 
2008 under the inspiration of 
Marty Martinez, the propri-
etor of the former Raven 
Gallery on Ohio Street until 
he passed away in 2010.

“The original idea was to 
have a gallery like the Raven 
Gallery where we could 
share our various talents,” 
said another founding mem-
ber of the artists group, 
Monty Jones. “We also hoped 
that by having a group we 
could apply for a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit legal status so we 
might apply for grant money. 
The grant money never 
came, but for a while we had 
about 75 participating art-
ists.”

The current vice president 
of River City, Todd Stokes, 
whose personal art features 
glass sculpture, photography 
and mixed media, said the 
group’s primary thrust has 

not changed much since its 
beginning: “Our main focus 
is to get artists used to show-
ing at various galleries, 
museums and juried shows 
in this general area, and to 
keep abreast of available 
opportunities. We have some 
social opportunities like an 
annual picnic. A few people 
who are not artists partici-
pate with us in supporting 
roles. Membership is open to 
the public 18 and over.

“Rose-Hulman is an excel-
lent place to display. Steve 
Letsinger has been very 
helpful. We have also exhib-
ited as a group at several 
venues in Terre Haute like 
the former Halcyon Gallery, 
Arts Illiana, the Swope, Vigo 
County Public Library, Harri-
son College and Terre 
Haute’s Masonic Lodge, plus 
in Martinsville, Ind.; and 
Marshall and Paris, Ill. Our 
individual members have 
displayed their art over an 
even wider range of venues, 
and many have won awards.”

Stokes said that the art-
ists group conducts a meet-
ing on the second Tuesday of 
every month in the Vigo 
County Public Library start-
ing at 6 p.m. Members share 
art techniques and knowl-
edge of displaying opportuni-
ties.

Occasionally, workshops 
are presented at the group 
meetings. One was a 
mini-workshop on an ancient 
painting technique called 
encaustic, a paint consisting 
of pigment mixed with melt-
ed beeswax that is fixed with 
heat after application. In his-
toric times, the technique 
was used by the Greeks and 
Egyptians. Another workshop 
was offered by Terre Haute 
artist Debbie Anderson, who 
explained “intarsia,” a wood-
shop technique that enables 
an artist to create a mosaic 
effect.

Monthly, the Vigo library 
features a River City artist’s 
work. October’s featured art-
ist is Ruthann Brady, a 
founding member of the 
group. Brady’s VCPL exhibit 
features mixed media art.

Brady had retired from a 
career in communications 
before being inspired to take 
up art in 1997 as a conse-
quence of a trip she took to 
Wales with her husband. As 
fate had it, her host at the 
farm bed and breakfast 
where she stayed was a 
retired art teacher. During 
her stay, Brady decided to 
buy her first paints and a 
brush.

“The woman told me that 
anyone can learn to paint, 
and I’ve been learning ever 
since,” Brady said.

In the beginning of her 
art career, Brady painted 
realistic art, but her work 
has evolved into a mixed 
media, abstract impressionis-
tic style, and her “Artist of 
the Month” presentation at 
VCPL shows her evolved 
style well. The exhibited 
work is a blend of beautiful 
colors, patterns and media. 
She says that her technique 
is to begin painting without 
a preconceived pattern but to 
follow the visual magic she 
feels as she discovers the 

spiritual essence in a work 
of art she is creating. She 
hopes her art will resonate 
in people observing it and 
stimulate them on their own 
creative journeys.

Ter Meer, a Tribune-Star 
newsroom employee, said 
that before she joined the 
River City artists, she had no 
professional art exhibit expe-
rience. She had won a cou-
ple of Champion awards in 
Open Class exhibits at the 
Clay County 4-H Fair.

“One of River City’s 
founding members, Rob Rob-
bins, had seen some of my 
photography on a blog I 
post,” she recalled, “and he 

invited me to participate 
with the group. It took him 
several requests but finally I 
said, ‘I’ll join.’ It has turned 
out great for me.

“[River City artists] took 
me under their wings and 
were very supportive both 
personally and technically. 
From them, I learned a lot 
about depth of field, compo-
sition, the rule of thirds. 
Before I joined the group, 
my photography was trial 
and error, just shooting a lot 
of pictures and picking out 
the best ones to show.”

After joining the group, 
Ter Meer said that she not 
only improved her concept 
of what makes for a great 
photo but how to make her 
photographic art stand out 
better by the way she pres-
ents it.

“River City artists taught 
me to think outside of the 
box, and how I might turn 
my photography into an art 
form. By being around [the 
artists], I was exposed to all 
sorts of bold presentation 
possibilities like putting my 
pictures on metallic paper or 
aluminum to create a more 
powerful visual effect. I’ve 
learned how to transform a 
picture of a subject — like a 
scarecrow — into a piece of 
abstract art.”

The long-term impact of 
displays of art or the work of 
an artist at an exhibit can be 
very surprising, according to 
Letsinger.

He explained that once he 
received a phone call from a 
Rose-Hulman alum who had 
graduated 10 years previous-
ly. The man told him that he 
had been very impressed 
with the work of a particular 
artist whose paintings he 
had seen on display during 
his student years. “I didn’t 
have the money to buy any 
of the art then, but now I 
do,” the man told Letsinger. 
He requested that Letsinger 
help him find the artist so he 
could get into contact with 
the person.

Perhaps some current 
Rose-Hulman students sitting 
in a study area in Moench 
Hall will end up years in the 
future acquiring one of the 
River City artworks that 
attracts his or her attention 
this fall.
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Tickets:
$10 Adults

$5 Kids under 10

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH
3pm - 8pm

Clabber Girl Parking Lot
9th & Cherry StreetsBeer 

Garden

United Way of the 
Wabash Valley

812-235-6287
www.uwwv.org

It's Back!
Grillin & Chillin 

BURGER COOK-OFF
Hosted by United Way Professional Division

LiveMusic

Sponsored By:

On Tuesday, Terre Haute 
butcher Joey Wetnight will 
compete in the first round of 
the National Meat Cutting 
Challenge in Indianapolis. 
The winner from Tuesday’s 
competition will advance to 
the next round in March to 
compete against butchers 
from around the country for 
the opportunity to cut away 
with $20,000. The event will 
begin at 11 a.m. Tuesday at 
Ziink Distributing Co., 3150 
Shelby St., in Indianapolis.

Each participant will 
receive 30 to 40 pounds of 
beef, consisting of two sir-
loins, one filet and one rib-
eye to cut. Meat cutters will 
be judged on quality, yield 
and speed in this timed cut-
off. The winner will be the 
cutter who yields the most 
steaks, with the highest quali-
ty cut in the least amount of 
time. To assure the best, 
freshest quality meat, all cut-

ting will be done at a chilly 
38 degrees.

Three challengers will 
advance to the semi-finals 
where they’ll compete for the 
opportunity to participate in 
the 2016 national competi-
tion. The semi-finals and final 
competition will take place 
March 8 and 9 in Orlando, 
Fla. The winner of the nation-
al competition will receive a 
grand prize of $20,000 and is 
crowned Meat Cutter of the 
Year.

“The National Meat Cut-
ters Challenge is the only 
competition of its kind,” says 
Mike Jones, Texas Roadhouse 
product coach. “The competi-
tion instills passion, integrity 
and pride and gives meat cut-
ters a sense of ownership.”

Each meat cutter will be 
responsible for hand-cutting 
every steak served at their 
local Texas Roadhouse. In an 
average year, each cuts about 

$1 million worth of meat and 
spends seven to eight hours a 
day cutting meat in the 
35-degree walk-in cooler. The 
National Meat Cutting Chal-
lenge is part of the Meat 
Hero program, created in 
2001, to recognize daily 
efforts of Texas Roadhouse 
meat cutters. Meat cutters 
hand-cut each steak served at 
the restaurant. Their work is 
displayed in the lobby where 
guests are invited to hand 
pick their steak.

Based in Louisville, Ky., 
Texas Roadhouse has more 
than 450 locations in 49 
states. It is famous for hand-
cut steaks, made-from-scratch 
sides, fresh-baked bread and 
its lively atmosphere. In 2012 
and 2015, Texas Roadhouse 
was named Top Steakhouse 
in Nation’s Restaurant News’ 
Consumer Picks survey. For 
more information, visit www.
texasroadhouse.com.

Newsmaker

Food

Use up garden veggies with this salad
I love vegetables, especial-

ly straight out of the garden. 
This recipe was sent to me 
from Diana (no last name). 
This is a good way to use up 
the last of the garden. The 
dressing is really good. I’ve 
used it as a dip for bread 
and vegetables.

Marinated  
Vegetable Salad
2 cups broccoli
2 cups quartered mush-

rooms
2 cups cherry tomatoes 

(halved)
1/2 cup cauliflower
1 medium cucumber 

(sliced)

1/2 cup green onion 
(sliced)

Dressing
1 large garlic clove 

(minced)
1 teaspoon basil
1/2 cup red wine vinegar
2 teaspoons dried mus-

tard
1 cup vegetable oil
1 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon pepper
• In a large bowl, combine 

all vegetables.
• In a mixing cup, combine 

dressing ingredients and 
blend well.

• Pour dressing over vege-
tables and toss well.

• Cover and refrigerate 
several hours or overnight 
before serving.

Jackie Lindley is a 
great-grandmother and 
retired Clark County, Ill., 
farmer. Send comments and 
recipes to her at 20472 E. 
500th Road, West Union, IL 
62477.  
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Leaders: Officers of the River City Art Association are Sheila  
Ter Meer, secretary, Mike Bender, president, Edith Acton, trea-
surer, and Todd Stokes, vice president.
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Artists: Members of the River City Art Association include, seat-
ed: Julia London-Meddles, Richard Acton, Della Bender, Don 
Turner; standing: Eugene Thomas, Dian D. Phillips, Spencer 
Young, Jan Skipo and Monty Jones.


